University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

5-8-1991

Salvadoran Rebels Launch Major Sabotage
Campaign Against Electricity Infrastructure
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Salvadoran Rebels Launch Major Sabotage Campaign Against Electricity Infrastructure." (1991).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/5430

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 066747
ISSN: 1089-1560

Salvadoran Rebels Launch Major Sabotage Campaign
Against Electricity Infrastructure
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, May 8, 1991
On May 5, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) launched its largest sabotage
campaign to date on the nation's electricity infrastructure. In statements to reporters on May 6,
Sigifredo Ochoa, president of the Rio Lempa Hydroelectric Commission (CEL), said that nearly
half the nation was left without power and running water for several hours on Sunday. He added
that bombings and other forms of sabotage had damaged 85% of the electricity grid. According
to spokespersons for the state-run utility company, when 35 pylons damaged by rebel sabotage
were repaired, the guerrillas blew them up again. Rebels destroyed six 115,000-volt power lines
causing blackouts in Chalatenango department and San Salvador. On Monday, power and water
had been restored, but electricity use was limited to six hours per day. Ochoa said that since 1980,
rebel sabotage of the electricity grid has caused about $50 million in damages. The armed forces
press office (COPREFA) reported that rebels used handguns and explosives to damage an electricity
substation in the San Antonio Abad suburb of the capital. No casualties were reported. On May 7,
spokespersons for the electricity company said about 45% of the country experienced blackouts for
up to six hours, and that in eastern departments turbo-gas generators were supplying energy for 12
hours a day. The officials said guerrillas had bombed 35 towers carrying transmission lines the past
week. Radio Venceremos reported Tuesday that rebels had downed another 31 lines on Monday
evening. The armed forces press office (COPREFA) said the number of pylons destroyed overnight
was 11. (Basic data from AFP, ACAN-EFE, 05/06/91; AP, 05/07/91)
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